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THINGOE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Thingoe  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Thingoe 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1894. 

The  population  of  the  Thingoe  Rural  District  in  1891,  population, 
when  the  last  Census  was  taken,  was  15,743.  I  propose  still 
to  retain  this  number  as  the  basis  on  which  to  frame  the 
following  statistics,  as  for  all  practical  purposes  I  believe  it 
may  be  assumed  to  be  correct. 

In  the  Thingoe  District  during  the  year  1894  there  were  Births, 
registered  428  births,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of 
26.55  Per  1000  of  the  population. 

In  the  year  1893  there  were  477  births,  giving  a  birth-rate 
of  30.29  per  1000.  The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales 
in  1894  was  29.6  per  1000. 

In  the  Thingoe  District  during  the  year  1894  there  were  Deaths. 
216  deaths,  of  which  39  were  under  one  year  of  age,  98 
between  one  and  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and  79  above  sixty- 
five  years  of  age. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  was  13.72  per  1000  of  the 
population. 

In  the  year  1893  there  were  271  deaths,  which  was  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  death-rate  of  17.21  per  1000. 


The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1894  was  16.6 
per  1000. 


In  the  Thingoe  District  during  the  year 

1894  there 

Were  Excess  of  Births 

212  more  births  than  there  were  deaths. 

over  Deaths. 

First  Quarter— Number  of  Deaths 

63 

Death-rate 

16  OO  Deaths  in  each 

Second  „  „  „ 

40. 

IO.16  Quarter. 

Third  „ 

45- 

>> 

n-43 

Fourth  „  „ 

68. 

n 

17.27 

4 


Infant  Mortality - 


Mortaity  above 
60  Years  rf  Age. 


Zymotic  Diseases 


Small-pox. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Diphtheria 


Proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000 
births  : — - 

In  the  Thingoe  District  in  1894  it  was  91.12 
.  1893  »  9°-54 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1894  „  137.0 

Mortality  per  1000  living  above  60  years  of  age  (the 
estimated  number  living  being  965) : — 

In  the  Thingoe  District  in  1894  it  was  95.33 

„  „  „  1893  „  122.2 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1894  ,,  62.3 

In  the  Thingoe  District  during  the  year  1894  there  were 
20  deaths  referred  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases, 
viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Diphtheria  10,  Fever  (Puerperal)  1, 
Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  6,  and  Diarrhoea  1.  This  is 
equivalent  to  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  1.27  per  1000. 

In  England  and  Wales,  in  1894,  the  Zymotic  death-rate 
was  1.76  per  1000. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  reported  as  having  occurred 
in  the  Thingoe  District  during  the  past  year. 

During  the  past  year  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  occurred 
in  several  parishes  throughout  the  Thingoe  District,  viz., 
Barrow,  Barton,  Chevington,  Fornham  St.Martin,  Hawstead, 
Ixworth,  Nowton,  Pakenham,  Stanton,  and  Whepstead,  but 
in  no  instance  did  the  disease  attack  more  than  one  or  two 
families  in  any  parish.  The  origin  of  some  of  the  cases  was 
veiled  in  obscurity,  but  in  most  of  them  the  source  of 
infection  could  be  directly  traced. 

The  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading 
have  been  similar  to  those  which  have  been  adopted  in  pre¬ 
vious  years,  viz.,  1st,  Free  distribution  of  disinfectants.  2nd, 
Subsequent  disinfection  of  the  various  infected  houses.  3rd, 
The  distribution  of  printed  circulars,  stating  as  simply  as 
possible  the  precautions  recommended  to  be  taken,  and  the 
penalties  a  person  is  liable  to  for  infringing  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  relating  to  infectious  diseases. 

Diphtheria,  which  has  recently  been  so  prevalent  in  many 
parts  of  England,  has  also  occurred  during  the  past  year  in 
several  parishes  in  the  Thingoe  District,  viz.,  in  Barrow, 
Chedburgh,  Chevington,  Depden,  Fornham  St.  Martin, 
Nowton,  Risby,  and  Whepstead  It  was  chiefly,  however,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Barrow  and  Chevington  that  it  as¬ 
sumed  serious  proportions.  In  some  instances  the  cause  of 
the  disease  could  be  traced  to  certain  Sanitary  defects  which 
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were  found  to  exist ;  in  others  an  impure  Water  Supply  was 
the  probable  cause  ;  whilst  in  many  it  was  due  to  infection 
from  a  person  previously  suffering  from  the  disease.  Where 
practicable,  most  of  the  Sanitary  defects  have  been 
remedied,  and  a  purer  Water  Supply  has  been  provided  ; 
the  Schools  at  barrow  and  Chevington  were  closed  for 
several  weeks  ;  and  similar  precautions  to  those  taken  in  the 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  also  been  adopted  in  dealing  with 
cases  of  Diphtheria. 

I  was  anxious  to  try  the  effect  of  Antitoxin,  the  new 
remedy  for  Diphtheria,  as  a  preventative  during  the  recent 
outbreak  at  Barrow,  but  although  I  applied  twice  to  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  I  was  unable  to  procure  any, 
owing  to  the  very  limited  supply  of  the  material  then  pro¬ 
duced. 

The  Thingoe  District  has  again  been  very  free  from  Typhoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever,  only  two  cases  having  been  reported  during 
the  past  year.  In  one  instance  the  disease  was  probably 
caused  by  the  accidental  opening  of  an  old  dead  well  under 
the  floor  of  the  kitchen,  the  existence  of  which  was  not 
known. 

The  District  has  been  tolerably  free  from  Measles  during  m  asies. 
the  past  year,  only  one  death  from  this  cause  having  been 
registered.  In  June,  however,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
close  the  Culford  School  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Measles  in 
this  parish. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  prevalent  in  many  places  Whooping cou^h 
throughout  the  District,  especially  during  the  latter  portion 
of  the  year,  and  six  deaths  from  this  complaint  have  been 
recorded.  In  October  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the 
Schools  at  Barrow  and  at  Fornham  St.  Martin  on  account 
of  the  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  in  these  parishes. 

The  District  has  again  been  very  free  from  Diarrhoea,  Diarrhoea, 
only  one  death  due  to  this  cause  having  been  reported. 

A  table  which  is  attached  to  this  report  shows  the  nature  infectious  ois- 
of  the  Infectious  Diseases  which  have  been  notified  during  tionfSt!'61* 
the  past  year  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 

Act  of  1889,  and  the  parishes  in  which  they  have  occurred. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  death-rate  for  the  year  was  General  11  aith. 
13.72  per  1000,  which  is,  with  one  exception,  the 
lowest  that  has  been  recorded  during  the  past  sixteen 
years.  The  death-rate  for  the  second  quarter  of  the  year 
was  only  10.16  per  1000,  and  this  also,  with  one  exception, 
is  lower  than  it  has  been  in  any  quarter  during  a  similar 
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period.  The  death-rate  in  the  third  quarter  was  also  very 
low,  being  only  11.43  Per  1000. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  general  health  of  the  District 
may  be  considered  as  highly  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  inspcc-  The  District  has,  during  the  past  year,  been  systematically 
tl0n'  inspected  by  Mr.  Deeks,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and 

myself,  and  although  nothing  on  a  large  scale  has  been 
undertaken,  nevertheless  much  useful  Sanitary  Work  has 
been  accomplished,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  following  remarks 
on  the  Water  Supply,  Drainage,  &c.,  and  by  reference  to 
the  Inspector’s  Report. 

Water  Supply.  During  the  past  year  thirty-one  samples  of  water  taken 
from  various  parts  of  the  District  have  been  analysed,  with 
the  result  that  fifteen  wells  and  five  ponds  have  been  cleaned 
out.  Five  wells  have  been  deepened  in  order  that  a  better 
supply  of  water  might  be  obtained,  and  six  new  wells  have 
been  sunk,  viz.,  at  Barton  1,  Brockley  1,  Fornham  r, 
Rougham  1,  and  Whepstead  2. 

Sewa„e  ail(i  During  the  past  year  twenty-five  new  closets  have  been 
Drainage.  built,  and  twenty-nine  repaired.  Eighteen  cesspools  found 
to  be  full  have  been  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out.  Twenty- 
seven  new  drains  have  been  made,  thirty-six  others  un¬ 
blocked  or  repaired,  and  forty-one  water  courses  have  been 
cleaned  out. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  summer  complaints  were  received 
regarding  the  state  of  a  branch  of  the  river  Lark  at  the  back 
of  Mr.  Gough’s  Makings,  the  stench  arising  from  which  was 
very  offensive.  This  was  subsequently  cleaned  out,  and  all 
drainage  from  the  Makings  and  the  neighbouring  houses 
which  had  previously  found  their  way  into  the  river  was,  by 
kind  permission  of  the  Town  Council  of  Bury  St.  Edmund’s, 
allowed  to  run  into  the  Main  Sewer  running  from  Bury  St. 
Edmund’s  to  West  Stow,  and  which  passes  close  to  this 
spot. 

Complaints  were  received  relating  to  a  ditch  at  Cheving- 
ton,  which  was  in  a  foul  state  owing  to  the  drainage  from 
several  cottages  running  into  it.  A  notice  was  served  on 
the  owner  of  the  cottages  to  abate  the  nuisance,  but,  as  this 
was  not  complied  with,  the  case  was  brought  before  the 
Thingoe  Magistrates,  who  made  an  order  for  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance. 

Dwelling  Houses  During  the  past  year  forty-four  houses  which  were  in  a 
dilapidated  condition  have  been  repaired,  and  six  have  been 
better  ventilated.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
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remedied,  and  twenty-eight  houses  and  two  schools  have 
been  disinfected. 

I  am  glad  to  notice  that  several  new  substantially-built 
cottages  are  being  erected  on  the  Rougham  Estate. 

The  Ixworth  Cottages,  eight  in  number,  which  were  built 
by  the  Thingoe  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  and  which  were 
completed  towards  the  end  of  1893,  are  now  all  let  at  a 
yearly  rental  of  £5  10s. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  visited  during 
the  past  year  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a  fairy  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 

I  am  indebted  to  Robert  Burrell,  Esq.,  of  Westley  Hall, 
for  the  following  table,  showing  the  rainfall  for  each  month 
during  the  year.  The  total  rainfall  was  25.57  inches,  which 
amount  fell  on  184  days. 


January  ... 

1.83  inches 

August  ... 

3.17  inches 

February... 

i-73  .. 

September 

1.41  „ 

March  . . . 

.80  ,, 

October  ... 

2.22  ,, 

April 

1-27  „ 

November 

2.49  „ 

May 

2.68  ,, 

December 

2.29  „ 

June 

2-43  » 

July  ... 

3-2S  »» 

Total 

25-57 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  append  a  table  giving  particulars 
regarding  each  parish  in  the  Thingoe  Rural  District,  and 
also  two  tables,  A  and  B,  which  show  the  number  of  births 
and  deaths,  and  the  number  of  new  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  classified 
according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  SCOTT  KILNER, 

M.B.,  C.M.,  Edin.,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Housing  of  the 
Working-classes 
Act. 


Factories  and 
Trades. 


Meteorology. 


Bury  St.  Edmund's, 

February  4th,  1895. 


Totals  ... 

JRougham  I 

Sub- 

District  ) 

Fornham  1 

Sub- 

District  ) 

Ixworth  ) 

Sub-  l 

District  j 

NAMES  OF 

LOCALITIES. 

*0 

r* 

Os 

Cn  OO 

O  '-J  vo 

At, 

all 

Ages 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined 

Ages. 

— 

MD 

11 

f 1 

fl 

Under 

1 

.Year 

hi 

"'J  Cn  vo 

1 

and 

under 

5 

On 

4*-  Cn 

5 

and 

under 

15 

M 

o 

2 

4 

4 

15 

and 

under 

25 

La 

M 

tO  MM 

O0  O  OO 

25 

and 

under 

05 

vO 

to  M  GO 

M  VO  VO 

p  c 

0-7  a  01 
a 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

Under  5 

5  upwards 

M 

M 

Scarlatina 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under 

Five  Years  of  Age. 

Cn  Cn 

Diphtheria 

M 

- 

Membranous 

Croup. 

M 

M 

Puerperal 

Fe'er 

W 

M 

Erysipelas 

M 

M 

Measles 

On 

OO  O0 

Whooping 

Cough 

M 

M 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dy  sentry 

1  - 

00  M 

vO  4k  m  cn 

Phthisis 

M  M 

Cn  m 

OCOo  Cn  m  to 

Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy 

M 

VO 

I  I 

6 

2 

Heart 

Disease. 

4s*- 

to  mm 

Injuries. 

vo  Co 

m  Cn 

00  w  w  4^  M 

0  Cn  vo  vo  to  M 

All  Other 
Diseases. 

M 

Cn  On 

On  O 

Cn  m  Oo  m  On  to 

to  OC  CC  vo  CN  Co 

Total 

TABLE  (A)  0 /'  DEATHS  during  the  ytnr  1894,  in  the  Thing oe  Rural  District  ;  classified  according  to  DISEASES, 

Ages,  and  Localities. 


About  the  same  as 
in  1891. 


Cl,  e* 

5*3* 


> 

crq 


4- 

K) 

00 


50 

COijq 


Cs 

O 


-P 

tsj 


I  §. 

^  <D 
P  *"* 

-i 

Clltx 


c  C 

1  - 

^  n> 

P  ^ 
*-< 

O-Ca 


c  C 

"2  CL 

3  n> 

p  -t 
*-» 

CLca 
c/)  • 


^  H 

■3  a. 

<  n> 
p  *1 
*1 

fj-Ln 


> 

cn 


<  cs 

CD  3 

*1  c* 

<*2 


o-> 

U>  Go 


Scarlatina 


p 

(_n  Cn 


00 


Diphtheiia 


Membranous 

Croup. 


Enteric 

or 

Typhoid 


Puerperal 


to 

Oo 


Erysipelas 


1“ 
0  2F 

»  3 

-t  o 

0 

<r 

*£ 

£  « 
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TABLE  ( B )  OA7  POPULATION,  BIRTHS ,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1894,  in  the  Thingoe  Rural  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases 
Ages,  and  Localities. 

I  I  I  IS ew  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality, 


IO 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  on  the  Sanitary  Work 


C07npleted  during  the  year  1894. 

Number  of  houses,  premises,  Jic.,  inspected 

No  record. 

,,  notices  served  ... 

266 

DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Number  of  dilapidated  houses  repaired 

44 

,,  houses  dosed 

6 

„  house  better  ventilated  ... 

6 

„  cases  of  overcrowding  remedied 

3 

,,  houses  disinfected 

28 

„  schools  disinfected 

2 

SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Number  of  new  closets 

.  .  . 

25 

,,  closets  repaired,  &c. 

29 

,,  cesspools  cleaned  out  ... 

18 

,,  new  drains  made 

27 

„  drains  unblocked,  &c.  ... 

36 

,,  watercourses  cleaned  out 

4 

41 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  new  wells  sunk  ... 

.  .  . 

6 

„  well  top  coverings  and  pumps  repaired 

19 

,,  wells  deepened  ... 

... 

5 

„  ponds  cleaned  out 

6 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  animals  improperly  kept,  removed 

.  .  . 

14 

,,  open  pools  near  houses  filled  up 

9 

„  accumulations  of  refuse  removed 

14 

,,  accumulations  of  offal  and  blood  removed 

2 

,,  legal  proceedings 

1 

RICHARD  DEEKS, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Sanitary  Statistics  and  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Thingoe  Rural  District  Council ,  for  the 


Year  1894. 


SUBJECTS. 

Ampton 

Bardvvell 

Barrow 

Barton  Great 

Bradfield  Combust 

Bradfield  St.  Clare 

Bradfield  St.  George 

1 

Q) 

3 

u 

0 

u 

B 

Chedburgh 

Chevington 

Chimney  Mills 

Culford 

Denham 

Depden 

Fornham  All  Saints 

Fornham  St.  Genovieve 

Fornham  St.  Martin 

Flempton 

Hardwick 

Hargrave 

Hawstead 

Hengrave 

Acreage . 

736 

3006 

2665 

4030 

81S 

1428 

1985 

1565 

550 

2396 

2217 

1267 

1595 

1216 

790 

1230 

789 

1 108 

2237 

IO44 

Population — 1891 . 

136 

734 

952 

766 

130 

216 

388 

279 

255 

545 

8 

364 

164 

224 

395 

IOO 

280 

187 

19 

378 

325 

189 

,,  1881 . 

120 

756 

910 

Soo 

155 

250 

570 

316 

250 

556 

— 

299 

250 

22  7 

424 

95 

3io 

178 

420 

330 

199 

Births  — 

3 

20 

36 

iS 

I 

3 

M 

8 

3 

18 

12 

9 

8 

6 

2 

8 

6 

9 

6 

9 

1S94— Rate  per  1000  . 

22  O 

272 

377 

234 

76 

138 

360 

28-6 

11  7 

330 

— 

329 

585 

357 

151 

200 

28  5 

320 

_ 

238 

i8'4 

476 

1893 — Rate  per  1000  . 

294 

258 

3S8 

M'3 

23  O 

138 

309 

286 

196 

34'8 

— 

30  2 

304 

223 

22  7 

10*0 

25  0 

26  7 

— 

29  1 

27  6 

21*1 

Deaths,  Zymotic — 

_ 

— 

7 

_ 

. 

3 

I 

1 

I 

Rate  per  1000  . 

— 

— 

73 

— 

76 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

5'5 

— 

_ 

_ 

4*4 

_ 

_ 

26 

VO 

„  From  Other  Causes — 

4 

4 

10 

II 

2 

2 

5 

6 

2 

H 

— 

I 

I 

5 

2 

I 

4 

I 

_ 

2 

7 

4 

Rate  per  1000 . 

293 

5'4 

10-5 

M'3 

15  3 

91 

128 

21-5 

78 

25  6 

— 

27 

6-9 

227 

50 

IOO 

142 

5'3 

— 

52 

21  5 

2 1 '  I 

Total  . 

4 

4 

17 

II 

3 

2 

5 

6 

2 

17 

O 

I 

I 

6 

2 

I 

4 

I 

O 

3 

8 

4 

1894 — Rate  per  1000  . 

293 

54 

178 

H'3 

23  O 

91 

12-8 

215 

7-8 

3ii 

— 

27 

69 

267 

50 

IOO 

14  2 

5  3 

_ 

T9 

246 

2 1 '  I 

1893 — Rate  per  1000  . 

147 

136 

17-8 

143 

15  3 

4-6 

257 

M'3 

39 

11*0 

— 

IO-9 

1 2'  I 

133 

/- 

12  0 

— 

285 

26  7 

526 

158 

12  3 

159 

Infectious  Diseases  — 

(Notification  Act) 

Cholera  .  ... 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Croup . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

19 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

I 

4 

_ 

I 

I 

Erysipelas . 
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